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New Zealand North Island Drive 
Duration: 8 days including flights from Australia 

Departs: Daily 

Stay: 7 nights hotel & motel accommodation 

Travel style: Independent self-drive with sightseeing 

Booking code: NZNDR8AZ 

 

Call Australia & New Zealand Travel Co on 1300 168 910 

Email reservations@anztravelco.com 

  



8 Days NZ North Island Drive & Bay of Islands 

 

About the holiday 

This week is packed full of North Island highlights. First up is your chance to absorb all the 

valuable information from your local driver guide as you travel by coach on the Bay of Islands 

tour. 

The journey into the ‘winterless north’ includes the seaside town of Paihia and a tour of the 

Waitangi Treaty Grounds, a full day adventure to Cape Reinga and Ninety Mile Beach and a 

cruise to the famous Hole in the Rock. 

After you arrive back in Auckland, it’s your chance to travel at your own pace through the 

heart of the North Island on this New Zealand self-drive tour. Journey south through the 

Waikato countryside to Rotorua, the Maori culture capital of New Zealand.  

It’s then on to the Art Deco city of Napier in the Hawkes Bay area, home to New Zealand’s 

oldest vineyards. The final leg of your trip travels through the Wairarapa region to the capital 

city of Wellington. 

 

Travel dates 

2021 – 01 February to 25 March, 25 April to 10 June, 25 July to 10 September,  
10 October to 30 November 
 

Departs daily from Australia* 

*Subject to availability & public holidays may attract surcharges. 
 
 

Ask us about extending your stay in New Zealand! 

Please see www.anztravelco.com for current prices 

For more info call 1300 168 910 or email reservations@anztravelco.com 



 
 

Holiday Inclusions 
 

Our package includes: 

• Return economy airfare from Melbourne & Sydney flying into Auckland and returning 

from Wellington. Surcharge will be applicable for other departure cities. 

• Flying Air New Zealand, Qantas or Jetstar 

• 7 nights staying in 3-star motels or hotels with private facilities 

• Transport in air-conditioned coach for the Bay of Islands tour 

• Bay Hole in the Rock cruise 

• Cape Reinga & Ninety Mile Beach full-day tour 

• 5 days car rental for Auckland to Wellington self-drive itinerary 
 

Package excludes: 

• Travel insurance (essential) 

• Airport transfers 

• Meals & sightseeing not specified in the itinerary 

• Optional tours or suggested activities 

• Personal items, such as drinks, snacks, WiFi, laundry etc 

• Any items or services not listed in the inclusions or in the itinerary 

• Price is based on twin share, please contact us for single rates 

 

 

 

This package is subject to confirmation by the hotels and local operators. 

Please see booking conditions at the end of this brochure. 
 

Call Australia & NZ Travel on 1300 168 910 for current rates & travel deals. 



Tour Itinerary 

DAY 1 – Fly Australia to Auckland 
Depart for Auckland today. Make sure you arrive at the airport no later than 2 hours prior to your 
scheduled departure time to check-in for your International flight. 
 
Arrive in Auckland and make your own way to your hotel for the evening. 
 
Auckland is New Zealand's self-proclaimed "City of Sails" is the country's largest metro area. Resting 
between the Pacific Ocean and the Tasman Sea, this urban paradise has something for everyone. 
Surrounded by native bush, rainforests and an abundance of beaches, Auckland is a playground for 
both the city savvy and those with an eye for adventure. Explore the central museums and galleries 
on foot, or take a drive through one of over 800 regional National Parks to see deserted beaches, 
waterfalls and native forest. 
Overnight: Auckland 
 
DAY 2 - Auckland to Paihia including Waitangi Treaty Grounds 
Leaving Auckland city early, your journey into the 'winterless North' begins as you cross over the 
iconic Auckland Harbour Bridge. Along the way your driver guide will keep you informed and 
entertained, pointing out sites of interest as you drive through rolling farmland and lush native forest 
into the Northland region. Take a brief morning tea break in Kaiwaka, your tour continues past 
Whangarei and through Kawakawa before arriving at the seaside town of Paihia. 
 
On arrival in the Bay of Islands visit the Waitangi Treaty Grounds for a guided tour of the historic 
place where in 1840, the Treaty of Waitangi was signed between Māori and the British Crown. 
Explore the original Treaty House, one of New Zealand's oldest and most visited historic homes and 
Te Whare Runanga, a fully carved Maori meeting house, which is representative of all iwi in New 
Zealand. The Waitangi Treaty Grounds offer a truly unique insight into New Zealand's early history. 
You'll have the rest of your day at leisure to explore Paihia and relax. 
Overnight: Paihia 
 
DAY 3 - Cape Reinga scenic coach tour via Ninety Mile Beach 
As you travel north, enjoy a taste of New Zealand's varying and beautiful landscape: the rolling hills 
of Northland's rural countryside, breath-taking coastal views and native forest. Drive along the 
shores of Ninety Mile Beach as the waves crash beside the custom-built coach. Feel the sand 
between your toes as you help your driver guide dig for shellfish (conditions permitting). Your off-
road journey continues up Te Paki Stream, stopping at the massive sand dunes where you can 
experience the thrills and spills of sand surfing. Visit the Puketi Kauri Forest and get up close to 
ancient and majestic giant kauri trees and native bush. Stroll along an elevated walkway as these 
graceful giants surround you, and learn about conservation efforts to preserve the forest today. Visit 
Cape Reinga and hear the stories of this significant site where, according to Māori legend, spirits 
depart on their journey home to Hawaiki. 
 
Enjoy spectacular panoramic views, visit the iconic lighthouse, and see the point where the Tasman 
Sea and the mighty Pacific Ocean come crashing together.  



During your Cape Reinga tour, you'll also experience another Kiwi icon: a lunch of delicious fish and 
chips at the historic Wagener Museum at Houhora. Your journey home will be equally enjoyable as 
your tour guide's combination of local insight, extensive historical knowledge and a sense of humour 
create an unforgettable adventure. Overnight: Paihia 
 
DAY 4 – Hole in the Rock cruise, return to Auckland 
This morning enjoy a Cruise to the Hole in the Rock. Board your cruise and take in the stunning views 
as you glide out through the islands and along the Rakaumangamanga Peninsula to Cape Brett, 
where a historic lighthouse keeps watch over and Piercy Island/Motukōkako, or as it is popularly 
known the ‘Hole in the Rock’. According to Māori legend, local warriors used to paddle through the 
Hole in the Rock in their canoes before departing for battle. Drops of water from the cave roof above 
were a good omen. If conditions permit, your skipper will expertly guide the ship through the narrow 
space. Keep an eye out for common and bottlenose dolphins, whales and other marine life during 
your cruise, and have your camera ready as you get up close to the action. The purpose-built 
catamaran is licensed by DOC (the Department of Conservation). We return to Auckland in the 
afternoon. Enjoy a relaxing sightseeing tour from Paihia to Auckland.  
 
The afternoon departure time allows you to spend a full day in the beautiful Bay of Islands before 
returning to Auckland.  
 
Your local driver guide will point out scenic highlights as you travel through farmland and past native 
forests. 
 
Upon arrival back in Auckland, your detailed tour pack will be hand delivered by one of our trusted 
representatives. The pack contains everything you need for the duration of your self-drive tour. It will 
include a comprehensive, printed and bound version of your itinerary as well as clear driving 
instructions and maps for each leg of your journey. It also contains all the reservation details for your 
accommodation and activities - along with relevant brochures and information. While in New 
Zealand we offer 24 hour support - details on how to contact us at any time will be documented. 
Overnight: Auckland 
 
DAY 5 – Auckland to Rotorua, collect rental car 
Collect your rental car and head south through the lush Waikato farmland stopping to visit Hobbiton 
on your way to Rotorua. The drive south from Auckland takes you past the Bombay Hills and into the 
rolling farmland and rich dairy pastures of the Waikato. The Bombay Hills mark the outer boundary 
of greater Auckland area and it's here you turn inland to central Waikato. You’ll soon go through the 
town of Matamata where you can visit the fully intact Hobbiton film set used in the shooting of the 
Lord of The Rings and Hobbit trilogies. Continuing on, you’ll pass several small farming communities 
before telltale signs of steam and other geothermal activity signal your arrival into Rotorua. 
Overnight: Rotorua 
 
DAY 6 – Rotorua to Napier 
Pass through Lake Taupo before travelling east to Hawke's Bay. This drive will take you through the 
thermal region just south of Rotorua.  



Home to a plethora of unique geothermal attractions including boiling mud pits, natural hot springs 
and steaming geysers, this area is a must do before you move on to Napier. Notable attractions are 
Wai-O-Tapu Waimangu and Craters of the Moon. Continue on to Taupo and marvel at the lake - a 
giant crater formed following a volcanic eruption in the year 180 CE. As you approach the city, be 
sure to stop at Huka Falls to view the spectacular sight of hundreds of cubic metres of water spilling 
every second down the narrow 11 metre drop. For an extra thrill take a jet-boat ride to the base of the 
falls. Leaving Taupo, follow the road as it climbs the rugged Ahimanawa Range before descending 
back down the Pacific Coast to Napier.  
Overnight: Napier 
 
DAY 7 – Napier to Wellington via Masterton 
Drive through the Wairarapa region and over the Rimutaka Ranges to Wellington. The rolling 
countryside of the Hawke's Bay leads you into some of New Zealand’s richest farmland, located 
around the Manawatu region. Passing along the Manawatu Gorge the Wairarapa welcomes you. 
Masterton is home to the Golden Shears sheep shearing competition while just further 
south Greytown boasts the largest concentration of historic wooden buildings in the country.  

Nearby Martinborough is home to dozens of boutique wineries. The route takes you over the 
Rimutaka Range and along the magnificent natural harbour that the capital city of Wellington sits 
upon. 
Overnight: Wellington 

DAY 8 – Depart Wellington  
Explore more of Wellington City today before heading back to the airport for your final departure 
back to Australia. Drop your vehicle at the Wellington Airport rental car depot today before your 
flight home. 
 
 
SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Fullers Auckland Harbour Cruise 

Escape the city centre and cruise the sparkling waters of Auckland's Waitemata Harbour and learn 
about the most well-known city landmarks. Sail under the Harbour Bridge and take in views of the 
Sky Tower, the city skyline, Rangitoto Island, North Head as well as the Bean Rock Lighthouse with a 
complimentary morning or afternoon tea. 

 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Hobbiton Movie Set tour from Shires Rest 

Become immersed in the The Lord of the Rings and Hobbit films when you visit the actual Hobbiton 
movie set. Located just outside of Matamata - in the heart the lush Waikato farming region, your tour 
will begin with a drive through a picturesque sheep farm. You'll then be taken through Hobbit Holes, 
the Green Dragon Inn, the Mill and the Party Tree while your guide shares behind-the-scenes tales 
and insight into the making of the films. 

 

 



SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Mitai Maori Village 

An evening at Mitai will give you an awe-inspiring introduction to the indigenous Maori culture. 
Marvel at the beautiful bush setting and see warriors in traditional dress who paddle an ancient 
warrior canoe (waka) down the Wai-o-whiro stream while trout and eels swim beneath the surface. 
Enjoy a traditionally cooked hangi meal and round your evening off with a spectacular cultural 
performance that tells the story of the Maori people, their past, carvings, and ta Moko -Tattoo art. Be 
captivated by the displays of weaponry and combat and be amazed by the spine tingling Haka finale. 
Truly an experience to remember. 

 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Grape Escape half day Hawke's Bay Wine tour 

The Grape Escape Half Day Wine Tour visits some of Hawke's Bay's most famous wineries and is 
designed for casual wine appreciators and wine aficionados. Meet like-minded people and share an 
appreciation of Hawke's Bay's fantastic wines. Taste great wines made with passion and learn of the 
areas unique growing conditions. There is the opportunity to purchase and take home your favourite 
wines and memories. You will visit 4 to 5 local wineries and taste Syrah, Merlot, Chardonnay, 
Sauvignon Blanc and much more. Also try some of New Zealand's finest cheeses to match. 

 

SUGGESTED ACTIVITY - Zealandia By Night Wildlife Sanctuary Tour 

Taking a night tour of Zealandia wildlife eco-sanctuary is an unforgettable experience that comes 
highly recommended. A conservation success and safe haven for some of New Zealand's rarest 
native animals, Zealandia is home to many remarkable species of birds, reptiles and insects living 
wild within a beautiful 225 hectare valley - just 10 minutes from the city. 

 
Your tour begins with an interactive exhibition before you walk through the gates of Zealandia 
predator-exclusion fence into the sanctuary. Your guide will then lead you on a torch-light walk 
through the native New Zealand bush. Possible sights include Kiwi foraging on the forest floor, 
tuatara hunting for food, glowworms shining, tiny Maud Island frogs in their enclosure, pateke 
(brown teal) ducks feeding at night and kaka (parrots) coming in to roost. 
Zealandia is one of the best places to see kiwi in the wild. Over 100 of these nocturnal birds live freely 
in their natural environment inside the safety of the sanctuary valley - so your chances of seeing one 
is high! 

 
 

Please note: The day by day descriptions published are intended as an indicative guide only. Travel by 
nature is unpredictable. Weather patterns, road conditions, public holidays, travel restrictions and a 

multitude of other factors may necessitate itinerary changes that ultimately are for the client’s benefit. 
It is essential that clients are flexible and open minded in this regard. 

 
 



 

Australia & New Zealand Travel Company is a full-service travel agency 

Want flights, car hire, escorted tours, airport transfers, travel insurance & more? 

Our team of experienced travel consultants can help put together a holiday with all the 

inclusions that you need. Email us today with your preferences for any of our packages. 
 

AFFORDABLE HOLIDAYS – How do we do it? 

We know Australia & New Zealand like the back of our hand! We go directly to local suppliers 

to source the best possible price and holiday for you. That’s why our holidays are more 

affordable! We work with reputable travel professionals that offer exceptional service and 

tours at just the right price. If you think you are paying too much for your travel 

arrangements, please give us a call, we will do our best to find you an ideal holiday! 

 

For enquiries & reservations  

Call 1300 168 910 or +61 437 851 966  

or email reservations@anztravelco.com 

 
 

 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND TRAVEL COMPANY  
BOOKING CONDITIONS 

 
 Please read the following information prior to making your reservation 

 
Our full set of terms and conditions can be viewed and downloaded on our website, or supplied on request 

from our office. We highly recommend you read Australia & New Zealand Travel Company booking 
conditions prior to make your holiday reservations. This is the contract under which both parties enter, 

therefore we request that you only make a booking if you agree with these conditions. 
 

https://anztravelco.com.au/booking-conditions/


This is a summary in brief for our customers: 
 

1. Upon making a reservation with Australia & New Zealand Travel Company you will receive a 
booking form, which needs to be filled out and signed to confirm that you agree to the terms and 

conditions.  
 

2. Your booking will then be confirmed to you in writing and you will be required to pay a 50% deposit.   
 

3. At this time, you must take out travel insurance for your holiday to protect you against any 
unforeseen circumstances.   

 
4. 90 days prior to departure you will be asked to make the balance payment for your trip (you will be 

notified if your supplier requires earlier payment). 
 

5. 14 days prior to departure you will be sent your travel documents via express post. 
 

Australia & New Zealand Travel Company operates a Client Trust bank account. This means that we do not 
hold your money. We pay the ultimate travel providers (Suppliers) of your travel services the funds for 

your holiday. The Suppliers include airlines, tour operators, cruise lines, transport companies, hotels etc.  
We are required to pay the Suppliers deposits and final payments to secure your booking and in some 

instances these items are non-refundable. 
 

If you wish to cancel you must notify us of your cancellation in writing.  We will then write to the Suppliers 
to cancel your booking and request a refund (if applicable) for any elements of your holiday that are 

refundable. You will need to make an insurance claim for any travel arrangements that are non-refundable. 
If you have any issues during the refund or cancellation process, you have 30 days to contact our office in 

writing to lodge a complaint so an immediate resolution can be found for you. 

 

Phone 1300 168 910 or +61 437 851 966  

Email reservations@anztravelco.com 

www.anztravelco.com.au 
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