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Darwin to Alice Springs Fly-Drive 
Duration: 14 days 

Departs: frequently in 2022 & 2023 

Stay: 13 nights hotels/motels 

Travel style: Independent with flights & car hire 

Booking code: NTDAS14AZ 

 

Call Australia & New Zealand Travel Company on 1300 168 910 

Email reservations@anztravelco.com 

  



14 Days Darwin to Alice Springs Self-Drive & Flights 

About the holiday 

This great Northern Territory road trip takes you from the tropical Top End to the stunning 

Red Centre. 

This two-week trip maps out all the best places to see, like Kakadu, Litchfield National Park, 

Katherine, Tennant Creek, Alice Springs, Kings Canyon and Uluru (Ayers Rock). 

You have the freedom to explore at your own pace and won’t miss the must-see highlights 

on this spectacular self-drive itinerary from Darwin to Alice Springs! 

 

Why you’ll love this trip… 

Explore Top End and Red Centre with this neat Northern Territory self-drive holiday! 

The accommodation is pre-booked along the way and car hire is included 

All flights are included with baggage, so that’s an expense you don’t have to worry about 

Take an amazing fly-in-fly-out road trip and let someone else’s car do the hard yards! 

 

Travel dates 

Departs regularly* 

2022 – 26 April to 10 June, 25 July to 10 September, 10 October to 30 November 
2023 – 26 January to 31 March, 26 April to 10 June, 25 July to 10 September 
 
*Departures are subject to confirmation at time of booking. Prices vary depending on travel dates. 
Please contact us for travel at other times of the year. 
 
 

Please see www.anztravelco.com for more information 

Call 1300 168 910 or email hello@anztravelco.com for current prices 

mailto:hello@anztravelco.com


 
Holiday Inclusions 

Independent self-drive package includes: 

Flights – Return economy airfare to Darwin & from Alice Springs 
Depart from Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane or Adelaide (ask us for other cities) 
Fly with Qantas, Virgin Australia or Jetstar, baggage included 

Hotels – 13 nights motel-style accommodation 
Standard rooms in twin share basis, see itinerary for details 

Car hire – 13 days Compact automatic vehicle with limited kilometres (upgrade available) 
Pick up Darwin airport, drop off Alice Springs airport (excludes one-way fee) 

 
Car hire terms: 
Collision Damage Waiver (CDW) - with excess 
Theft Protection (TP) - with excess 
Limited kilometres 
Fuel Policy: Pick-up Full and Return Full 
Rate of the Day / Instant Purchase Rate: Full payment is required immediately upon 
confirmation. All amendments will be re-priced based on the current rate. 
One-way drop off fee payable when collecting the car at Darwin airport, approx. $799. 
 

Package excludes: 
Car hire extras, such as fuel, road tolls, insurance excess waivers, drop-off fee etc. 
Meals & sightseeing 
Kakadu National Park entry fee, approximately $80 
Personal items, such as drinks, snacks, laundry etc. 
Travel insurance is strongly recommended 
Prices are based on twin share, please contact us for single rates 

 

This package is subject to confirmation by car company, hotels, airlines and local operators. 

Cancellation fees & booking conditions apply. 



Self-Drive itinerary 

Day 1: Arrive Darwin 
Arrive in Darwin and pick up your vehicle before spending the rest of the day experiencing the 
relaxed atmosphere and local highlights Darwin has to offer. Darwin is a modern city whose 
flair and charm is a real surprise to people who aren’t expecting it. Visit some of its great 
attractions, and great eateries or café’s. Well-attended markets and sensational sunsets cap 
off a great day. 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Darwin - Cullen Bay) Car Rental 
 
Day 2: Darwin to Litchfield 
Travel the 140 km from Darwin to Litchfield National Park. Litchfield offers year-round 
swimming amongst attractive and easily accessible surrounds. Characterised by a spring fed 
Plateau. Unlike Kakadu and other spots in the top end, waterfalls flow all year round at 
Litchfield. There are number of swimming options including the stunning Buley Rockhole and 
Wangi Falls. 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Litchfield Motel) Car Rental 
 
Day 3 : Litchfield to Kakadu 
An early start traveling from Litchfield to Kakadu, stopping off and exploring some of the 
scenery and attractions around the Mary River Wetlands. Recognised as one of the most 
populated biomass regions in the world, the Mary River Wetlands offers stunning wildlife and 
unique cruises including the popular Jumping Croc Cruise. Continue your journey into Kakadu 
and check in to your accommodation before heading out to explore the East Alligator 
escarpment and aboriginal rock art at Ubirr Rock. Time your visit to Ubirr to watch the 
incredible sunset over the wetlands from the Ubirr escarpment. - One of the great 
experiences. (Bus Groups are not allowed at Ubirr for sunset) 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Croc Hotel - Jabiru) Car Rental 
 
Day 4: Explore Kakadu National Park: 
A full day exploring some of the main attractions that make Kakadu National Park 
exceptional. Take a scenic flight over the escarpment (extra cost), Explore the rock art around 
Nourlangie including a nearby rock shelter where there is evidence of occupation stretching 
back 20,000 years. After Nourlangie make the drive to Cooinda and its beautiful wetlands. 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Gagadju Lodge Cooinda) Car Rental 
 
Day 5: Kakadu to Katherine 
Another great day exploring the attractions in the southern region of Kakadu at your own 
pace. Consider an early morning Yellow Water Cruise, (extra cost) before exploring some of 
the great walks and swimming holes in the south of the park and on the way to Katherine. 
Along the way consider a detour to historic Pine Creek or stop over for a swim at picturesque 
Edith Falls before driving to Katherine. 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Knotts Crossing) Car Rental 



Day 6: Around Katherine (Katherine Gorge) 
Located 30km from Katherine, the gorge is the most visited landmark in the region. Katherine 
Gorge is carved through the Arnhemland plateau and is a continuous gorge, running along 
perpendicular fault lines that are separated during the dry season by rock bars. The spectacle 
of the river, shear cliffs and rock art make this an excellent place to explore. Photos do not do 
this area justice. 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Knotts Crossing) Car Rental 
 
Day 7: Katherine to Tennant Creek 
Today you begin driving the Stuart Highway, 112km from Katherine is the wonderful oasis 
and beautiful spring-fed swimming holes of Mataranka. Great spot to stop, relax and soak up 
the atmosphere before you continue south and a dramatic change in landscape. From here on 
you’ll experience the enormity and hostility of the Australian landscape. Vast stretches of 
road cut through the unforgiving surrounds with the occasional pub and roadside stops 
offering true outback character and a taste of the hardships associated with local history. On 
arrival into Tennant Creek, you’ll find a variety of experiences including a mining museum 
with underground mine tours. 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Bluestone Motor Inn) Car Rental 
 
Day 8: Tennant Creek to Alice Springs 
Continue your journey to Alice Springs. Along the way you will come across one of Outback 
Australia’s iconic landmarks the Devils Marbles. Depending on what time you arrive into Alice 
begin exploring some of the many attractions within Alice Springs. Alice’s attractions can be 
explored as 6 separate discovery trails based on themes. Choose and explore one or more of 
these themes depending on your interests. 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Alice Springs Resort) Car Rental 
 
Day 9: West MacDonnell Ranges 
A free day to relax and explore more of Alice Springs or alternatively take the opportunity to 
explore the spectacular gorges and gaps of the West MacDonnell Ranges at your own pace. 
The road is bitumen all the way till Ormiston Gorge and Glen Helen Lodge. Choose from as 
many of the 9 attractions that you can fit in depending on your fitness level and interests. 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Alice Springs Resort) Car Rental 
 
Day 10: Alice Springs to Wattarka (Kings Canyon) 
Spend part of today driving the 450km from Alice Springs to Kings Canyon at whatever time 
of day suits. Your departure time will depend on the attractions you want to revisit and what 
you want to see from these two locations and along the Lasseter and Stuart Highways. On 
arrival in Kings Canyon begin exploring parts of the dramatic cliff walls of Kings Canyon with 
the stunning impact of an Outback Sunset. 
Refer to the Travel Pack for highlights and recommendations 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Kings Canyon Resort) Car Rental 



Day 11: Wattarka (Kings Canyon) to Uluru (Ayers Rock) 
An adventurous morning exploring the stunning rock walls and breathtaking scenery of the 
Kings Canyon Rim Walk (one of the great walks) before driving the 300km from Kings Canyon 
to Uluru. Your departure time will depend on the attractions you want to see from these two 
locations and along the Luritja Rd and Lasseter Highway. In the afternoon arrive at Yulara and 
begin exploring breathtaking Uluru. 
Refer to the Travel Pack for highlights and recommendations 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Ayers Rock Resort) Car Rental 
 
Day 12: Exploring Uluru - Kata Tjuta National Park 
A magnificent day exploring the Kata-Tjuta National Park. Spend the time driving or walking 
around the base of the rock and exploring the many aspects of this amazing monolith. 
Located 50 km from Ayers Rock along a sealed road is Kata Tjuta (The Olgas) a collection of 
weathered red domes that many believe are even more spectacular than the famous rock. A 
trip to Uluru Kata-Tjuta National Park is also about experiencing and understanding its 
cultural and spiritual significance. 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Ayers Rock Resort) Car Rental 
 
Day 13: Uluru - Alice Springs 
An early wake-up to experience sunrise and explore any of the attractions, walks or guided 
tours you may be interested in around Uluru. A peaceful 1 hr camel ride over big red sand 
dunes, a Guided Aboriginal tour at the base of Uluru are just 2 of the many options. After 
completing your morning adventure begin the 450km drive back to Alice Springs. Your 
departure time will depend on the attractions you want to see from these two locations and 
along the Lasseter and Stuart Highways. 
Refer to the Travel Pack for highlights and recommendations 
Inclusions: Accommodation (Alice Springs Resort) Car Rental 
 
Day 14: Depart Alice Springs 
Farewell Alice Springs as your drop your car at the airport and fly home. 

 

Please note: The day by day descriptions published are intended as an indicative guide only. Travel by 
nature is unpredictable. Weather patterns, road conditions, public holidays, travel restrictions and a 

multitude of other factors may necessitate itinerary changes that ultimately are for the client’s benefit. 
It is essential that clients are flexible and open minded in this regard. 

 

Want to upgrade your hire vehicle or extend your stay? 

For more information or help planning your Northern Territory adventure, 
please call 1300 168 910 or email hello@anztravelco.com 

 

mailto:hello@anztravelco.com


When to visit Darwin 

Winter (specifically July) is regarded as the best time to visit, because the season offers warm, 
drier weather, spectacular sunsets and lots of events, like outdoor markets and festivals. 
 
Average winter temperatures: Min 20 degrees Celsius (68 degrees Fahrenheit) Max 29 
degrees Celsius (84 degrees Fahrenheit) 
 
Darwin ranks as a go-to destination during winter for a variety of reasons, the most prominent 
of which is the climate during these cooler months, particularly mid-June through to the end 
of August. It's in this regard that Darwin truly shines. While the southern states are seasonably 
cold and forcing people to reach for their jackets, Darwin averages a comfortable maximum 
temperature of 29 degrees Celsius which, while still ranging from warm to hot, depending on 
your perspective, is a far cry from the high humidity levels that can be experienced 
throughout other times of the year. 
 
Couple this with the fact that these months fall within what is dubbed the 'dry’ season in 
Darwin (the year can basically be divided into two halves weather-wise, the wet and the dry) 
and it makes getting out and exploring the many highlights in the area a much more 
enjoyable experience. 
 
However, if you're visiting during the dry season to only see the waterfalls, then it's best to 
head to Kakadu or Litchfield as early in the winter time as possible if you want to see them at 
their best. 
 
While the dry season is a safe bet for travelling, the months within the wet seasons shouldn't 
be completely dismissed. With a number of attractive attributes such as flowing waterfalls, 
luscious greenery, some of the most spectacular lightning storms in the country - 2002 saw 
1,634 lightning flashes in a single storm - and some incredible barramundi fishing, Darwin and 
its surrounding regions truly come to life with rainfall. 
 

Best time to visit Alice Springs 

Home to some incredible attractions in the heart of the town, it’s no wonder Alice Springs is 
constantly talked about in travel forums, spread by word of mouth, and showcased on social 
media – it’s just a great place to visit. However, choosing the right time to visit can be a tough 
decision. 
 
The winter months can bring extremely cold evenings and the summer months often have 
almost unbearable heat and humidity. If you pressed us to choose the best time to visit, 
September is our top pick, and here’s why… 
 
 



September is one of the best times to visit Alice Springs: 
Average temperatures in September: 10 degrees Celsius min – 27 degrees Celsius max 
Average Rainfall: 2 days average of 9mm 
 
Though it is one of the most popular times to visit, it’s for a reason. September in Alice 
Springs draws a nice balance of hot and cold and brings with it a more bearable humidity 
(18%) to that felt in summer (24%). The weather is perfect for interstate visitors who might 
not be used to the warmer environment the northern end of the country endures, so the blend 
of warm days (an average maximum of 27 degrees Celsius) and cooler nights (with an average 
low of 10 degrees Celsius) is a great way to ease into the outback and get accustomed to its 
weather slowly. 
 
While the sun is high in the sky making the red dirt as vibrant as ever, September can still play 
victim to rain, but it is nowhere near as frequent as the rain experienced during the months of 
the wet season, which spans from November to April. Rain, on average, only comes to Alice 
Springs two days of the month, and brings with it an average of 9-millimetres and a few 
thunderstorms, however, your plans shouldn’t be thwarted too frequently or for too long. 
 
In terms of sunny days, you’re in for a treat if September is your travel month. With almost a 
full 12 hours of daylight every day, the sun rises between 6:15 am and 6:45 am and sets from 
6:20 pm to 6:40 pm. This means you won’t have to wake up too early or finish your day time 
activities abruptly to catch the beautiful scenes the sunrise and sunset creates in the outback. 
With the weather as beautiful as it is, you’ll want to head outdoors and take in as much of this 
beautiful region as possible. There’s a plethora of things to see and do in the direct Alice 
Springs region and its surrounds, especially if you love animals. 

 

Australia & New Zealand Travel Company is a full-service travel agency 

Want flights, car hire, escorted tours, airport transfers, travel insurance & more? 

Our team of experienced travel consultants can help put together a holiday with all the 

inclusions that you need. Email us today on reservations@anztravelco.com with your 

preferences for any of our packages. 

 

AFFORDABLE HOLIDAYS – How do we do it? 

We know Australia & New Zealand like the back of our hand. We go directly to local suppliers 

to source the best possible price and holiday for you. That’s why our holidays are more 

affordable. We work with reputable travel professionals that offer exceptional service and 

tours at just the right price. If you think you are paying too much for your travel 

arrangements, please give us a call, we will do our best to find you the ideal holiday! 

 

mailto:reservations@anztravelco.com


 

ATAS Accreditation: A17378 

The Australian Federation of Travel Agents Accreditation Scheme (ATAS) vets travel agents 

against strict criteria to ensure they meet certain standards, are reliable and professional 

businesses. ATAS agents need to meet high levels of business discipline, training, compliance 

with Australian Consumer Law and compliance with a strict code of conduct. We have met 

these stringent requirements in order to become nationally accredited and this means you 

can book your travel with confidence, knowing that you’re in the safe hands of a trusted and 

reputable travel agent. Further information can be found at www.atas.com.au 

 

 

Travel On Demand Pty Ltd Trading As 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND TRAVEL COMPANY  
BOOKING CONDITIONS 

 

 Please read the following information prior to making your reservation 
 
Our full set of terms and conditions can be viewed and downloaded on our website, or supplied on request 

from our office. We highly recommend you read Australia & New Zealand Travel Company booking 
conditions prior to make your holiday reservations. This is the contract under which both parties enter, 

therefore we request that you only make a booking if you agree with these conditions. 
 

This is a summary in brief for our customers: 
 

1. Upon making a reservation with Australia & New Zealand Travel Company you will receive a 
booking form, which needs to be filled out and signed to confirm that you agree to the terms and 

conditions.  
 

2. Your booking will then be confirmed to you in writing and you will be required to make a payment 
to secure your booking (subject to travel supplier terms).   

https://www.atas.com.au/
https://anztravelco.com.au/booking-conditions/


 
3. At this time, you should take out travel insurance for your holiday to protect you against 

unforeseen circumstances.   
 

4. 90 days prior to departure you will be asked to make the balance payment for your trip (you will be 
notified if your supplier requires earlier payment). 

 
5. 10 days prior to departure you will be sent your travel documents via email. 

 
Australia & New Zealand Travel Company operates a Client Trust bank account. This means that we do not 

hold your money. We pay the ultimate travel providers (Suppliers) of your travel services the funds for 
your holiday. The Suppliers include airlines, tour operators, cruise lines, transport companies, hotels etc.  

We are required to pay the Suppliers deposits and final payments to secure your booking and in some 
instances these items are non-refundable. 

 
If you wish to cancel you must notify us of your cancellation in writing.  We will then write to the Suppliers 

to cancel your booking and request a refund (if applicable) for any elements of your holiday that are 
refundable. You will need to make an insurance claim for any travel arrangements that are non-refundable. 
If you have any issues during the refund or cancellation process, you have 30 days to contact our office in 

writing to lodge a complaint so an immediate resolution can be found for you. 
 

 

Phone 1300 168 910 

Email hello@anztravelco.com 

www.anztravelco.com.au 
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