
NEW ZEALAND 
FULLY-

ESCORTED 
RAIL TOUR 

 

  
 

NZ North & South Island Escorted Rail Tour 
Duration: 9 days 

Departs: Select dates in 2022 & 2023 

Stay: 8 nights hotels 

Travel style: Escorted tour with rail travel 

Booking code: NZERT9AZ 

 

Call Australia & New Zealand Travel Company on 1300 168 910 

Email reservations@anztravelco.com 

  



9 Days New Zealand North & South Island Rail Tour 

About the holiday 

Be looked after all the way on this fully-escorted tour of New Zealand. Combine three of 

country’s greatest rail journeys and explore the spectacular North and South Islands! 

 

Fly to Auckland to begin your New Zealand discovery. There will be ample free time to enjoy 

the urban delights of Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch on this fully-guided trip. Journey 

through Tongariro National Park aboard the Northern Explorer train, skirt the Pacific Coast 

between Christchurch and Picton aboard the Coastal Pacific, feel like you’ve arrived in Middle 

Earth on the TranzAlpine train through the Canterbury Plains - and more! A scenic crossing 

aboard the Interislander Ferry is sure to be another highlight of this memorable New Zealand 

holiday! 

 
Why you’ll love this trip… 

It’s an escorted, worry-free trip with a tour leader there to look after you all the way 

Travel around New Zealand by scenic train and ferry 

Spends two nights in Wellington and three nights in both Auckland & Christchurch 

Discover historic monuments, iconic sights & cultural experiences in the cities 

Breathtaking train rides through volcanic mountains, rich forests & alongside icy blue rivers! 

 

Travel dates 

Departs from Melbourne, Sydney, Brisbane or Gold Coast* 
 

2022 – 7 November 
2023 – 13 February, 13 March, 4 September, 16 October, 6 November 
 

Please ask if you wish to depart from other cities & we can let you know the options. Tour 
requires a minimum number of travellers to be escorted by a tour leader.  
 

*Subject to confirmation at time of booking. Price will vary depending on travel dates. 
 

For current details please see www.anztravelco.com or call 1300 168 910 



 
Holiday Inclusions 

Escorted tour includes: 

Flights to New Zealand – return economy ex Melbourne, Brisbane, Gold Coast & Sydney  

Rail journeys – Northern Explorer from Auckland to Wellington through central North Island 
 Coastal Pacific from Christchurch to Picton between the mountains and sea 

TranzAlpine train through South Islands striking natural landscape 
Ferry – Interislander scenic ferry to marvel at the beautiful Marlborough Sounds 

Accommodation - 8 nights in standard rooms, based on twin share 
3 nights Auckland – VR Suites Auckland or Grand Central Serviced Apartments 
2 nights Wellington - Astelia Apartment or Quest on Lambton 
3 nights Christchurch – ibis Christchurch or Christchurch City Hotel 

Meals – 8 breakfasts & 2 lunches 

Sightseeing – Day tours in Auckland, Wellington & Christchurch 

 

Package excludes: 

Airport transfers 
Meals & sightseeing not specified 
Optional tours & activities 
Personal items, such as drinks, snacks, laundry etc. 
Travel insurance is essential 
Prices are based on twin share, please contact us for single rates 

 

This package is subject to confirmation by the airlines, rail companies, hotels and local operators. 

Cancellation fees & booking conditions apply. 

 
 

Have any questions about this escorted tour? 

Call Australia & NZ Travel on 1300 168 910 or email hello@anztravelco.com. 



Itinerary 
 

Day 1 Arrive Auckland 
Arrive Auckland and catch a taxi to your hotel for the next three nights.    
 
Day 2 Auckland Day Tour 
Explore Auckland with an experienced New Zealand driver/guide on a multi-award-winning 
tour. Enjoy the company of a small, personalised group, allowing you to stop often for 
stunning photos and to access the best vantage spots that larger buses can't reach. The tour 
starts with pickup from your hotel in Auckland CBD in the morning. Head to see the stunning 
attractions and unspoiled scenery of the City of Sails, as Auckland is affectionately known. 
There are plenty of opportunities to capture amazing photos that you will treasure for a 
lifetime. 
 
The tour stops at the major highlights of the city, including Auckland Harbour Bridge, 
Devonport and North Head (Maungauika), Auckland Waterfront and Viaduct, Bastion Point, 
Mission Bay, Tamaki Drive and Achilles Point, and the Historic Mount Eden. Check out the 
amazing gannet colony at Muriwai Beach, the fabulous Auckland Domain, Museum, and 
Wintergardens, Parnell, the 1857 historic Riverhead Tavern, as well as the War Memorial, 
Wynyard Quarter, and the Viaduct Harbour. Your fun and friendly tour guide will offer 
commentary on the breathtaking scenery and take you out of the concrete jungle and into the 
stunning landscapes that surround the city. When the tour ends in the afternoon, you'll leave 
Auckland with a day you'll never forget. 
 
Day 3 Free Day Auckland 
Today is free to explore Auckland at your leisure. Use yesterday’s tour as a guide for where 
you’d like to spend more time, or discover new highlights.  Auckland, based around two large 
harbours, is a major city in the north of New Zealand’s North Island. In the centre, the iconic 
Sky Tower has views of Viaduct Harbour, which is full of superyachts and lined with bars and 
cafes. Auckland Domain, the city’s oldest park, is based around an extinct volcano and home 
to the formal Wintergardens. Near Downtown, Mission Bay Beach has a seaside promenade. 
 
Day 4 Auckland - Northern Explorer Train Journey - Wellington  
Today make your own way to Auckland Train Station for a 7.45am departure onboard the 
famous Northern Explorer train.  New Zealand's longest running passenger service, the 
Northern Explorer is a long-distance scenic train service running between Auckland and 
Wellington, stopping at Palmerston North, Ohakune, National Park and Hamilton.   
The journey through Tongariro National Park, with its three spectacular volcanic mountains – 
Tongariro, Ngāuruhoe and Ruapehu – is a highlight, a place of extremes and surprises, where 
snow-blanketed fields, ancient lava flows and dense beech forests can be seen side by side.  
Arrive in Wellington this evening and make your own way to your centrally located Wellington 
accommodation. 



 
Day 5 Wellington Day Tour 
You will be picked up from the Wellington hotel at around 9.30am. First, head to Mt Victoria 
for superb views of the city and harbour and to give you the lie of the land. Peter Jackson's 
Weta Cave film empire is our next stop with time to check out the museum and shop with 
some great photo opportunities outside, before lunching by the sea at the renowned 
Chocolate Fish cafe. After lunch (included in the tour price) we continue to follow the rugged 
coastline around to Red Rocks and head off road to see the seal colony when in season. 
We then drive back into the city and take you on a cable car ride and walk down through the 
picturesque Botanical Gardens to the Lady Norwood rose gardens. Then we head to the iconic 
Beehive and Parliament buildings before visiting Wellington's oldest church, Old St Pauls. 
Finally, we head out West to the Wright Hill, a historic military site with commanding views of 
the greater Wellington region. 
 
Day 6 Wellington – Interislander Ferry – Picton – Coastal Pacific Train Journey – 
Christchurch 
This morning check out of your hotel and make your way to the ferry terminal for your 9am 
departure on the Kaitaki Interislander Ferry. Connecting our North Island and South Island 
together since 1962, the Interislander ferry service is New Zealand's original Cook Strait ferry. 
Sailing between Wellington and Picton several times a day, the Interislander journey is 
considered one of the most beautiful ferry journeys in the world and one of New Zealand's 
most iconic experiences.  Arrive in Picton on the north of the South Island at approximately 
12.30pm where you will disembark and make your own way to the Picton Station for a 1.40pm 
departure on the Coastal Pacific Train Journey. The station is very close to the ferry terminal, 
approximately 5 minutes’ walk. 
 
Climb aboard one of the most picturesque journeys on New Zealand railways, meandering 
along the Pacific coast between Picton and Christchurch. The Coastal Pacific train takes you 
along rugged coastlines, across remote beaches, between mountains and sea, on a timeless 
journey of breathtaking beauty. Explore the stunning Kaikōura Coastline, famous for its 
marine life and whale watching. Voyage through the vineyards of Blenheim, dripping with 
New Zealand's premium crop. Canter amidst the idyllic Canterbury countryside to the Garden 
City of Christchurch. Upon arrival in Christchurch, make your own way to your centrally 
located accommodation and the evening is free to relax and reflect on the spectacular day. 
 
Day 7 Christchurch - TranzAlpine Rail Journey - Christchurch 
We invite you to join us on a tour of discovery, featuring another day of spectacular scenery. 
From Christchurch travel by road to Springfield at the foothills of the Southern Alps. At 
Springfield, board the world famous TranzAlpine train to travel through the Southern Alps to 
Arthurs Pass, viewing the alpine scenery through panoramic windows. 
 



The TranzAlpine is renowned as one of the top ten train journeys in the world. From Arthurs 
Pass, we tour by road over the snow-capped Southern Alps in the Arthurs Pass National Park 
and on to the Otira Gorge making a photo stop. Visit the old village of Otira before returning 
to Arthurs Pass for lunch. After lunch explore the village and then start the return journey to 
Christchurch is by road stopping for an exhilarating jet boat ride through the spectacular 
gorges of the Waimakariri River. Following the jet boating, a visit will be made to a farm for 
late afternoon tea, followed by a sheep shearing and sheep mustering demonstration. 
 
Day 8 Christchurch Day Tour 
Discover Christchurch and get to know more about the Waipara wine region by visiting 
vineyards for wine-tasting and lunch on a Full Day Wine and Christchurch City Tour in New 
Zealand. 
 
After being picked up, we travel to Christchurch and around the city centre where you’ll see 
the rebuilding that has taken place since the earthquakes of 2010/2011. We will talk about 
why the events occurred, its aftermath and the promising plans for the future. A short drive 
from Christchurch, a handful of boutique vineyards thrive in the surrounding area celebrated 
for producing aromatic whites and Pinot Noirs. We will stop by a number of wineries for 
tastings which showcase New Zealand’s phenomenal wines that are highly praised around the 
world. Canterbury also takes pride in promoting its home-grown produce and thriving food 
culture. Get a taste of the local food scene during lunch and wine-tasting at a winery/bistro 
(included). 
 
During the day, we travel to the Port Hills overlooking Christchurch, and take in magnificent 
views of the city, the Lyttelton Harbour, Canterbury Plains and the Southern Alps in the 
distance. We make a stop at “She Chocolate,” a chocolatier café where we hope to tempt you 
with a mouth-watering selection of treats including ‘The Food of the Gods.’ Finally, we head 
home to drop you off at your hotel. (Please note that the weather and pick up/drop off points 
will determine the sequence of our activities today.) 
 
Day 9 Depart Christchurch 
Please catch a taxi Christchurch airport for your flights home.  We trust you have had a 
wonderful time. 

 
Please note: The day by day descriptions published are intended as an indicative guide only. Travel by 

nature is unpredictable. Weather patterns, rail & road conditions, public holidays, travel restrictions and 
a multitude of other factors may necessitate itinerary changes that ultimately are for the client’s benefit. 

It is essential that clients are flexible and open minded in this regard. 

 

Want to extend your New Zealand holiday? 

Call Australia & NZ Travel on 1300 168 910 or email hello@anztravelco.com 



Australia & New Zealand Travel Company is a full-service travel agency 

Want flights, car hire, escorted tours, airport transfers, travel insurance & more? 

Our team of experienced travel consultants can help put together a holiday with all the 

inclusions that you need. Email us today on reservations@anztravelco.com with your 

preferences for any of our packages. 

 

AFFORDABLE HOLIDAYS – How do we do it? 

We know Australia & New Zealand like the back of our hand. We go directly to local suppliers 

to source the best possible price and holiday for you. That’s why our holidays are more 

affordable. We work with reputable travel professionals that offer exceptional service and 

tours at just the right price. If you think you are paying too much for your travel 

arrangements, please give us a call, we will do our best to find you the ideal holiday! 

 

For enquiries & reservations  

Call 1300 168 910 

or email hello@anztravelco.com 

 

 

Travel On Demand Pty Ltd trading as 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND TRAVEL COMPANY  
BOOKING CONDITIONS 

 

Please read the following information prior to making your reservation 
 
Our full set of terms and conditions can be viewed and downloaded on our website, or supplied on request 

from our office. We highly recommend you read Australia & New Zealand Travel Company booking 
conditions prior to make your holiday reservations. This is the contract under which both parties enter, 

therefore we request that you only make a booking if you agree with these conditions. 
 
 

mailto:reservations@anztravelco.com
https://anztravelco.com.au/booking-conditions/


This is a summary in brief for our customers: 
 

1. Upon making a reservation with Australia & New Zealand Travel Company you will receive a 
booking form, which needs to be filled out and signed to confirm that you agree to the terms and 

conditions.  
 

2. Your booking will then be confirmed to you in writing and you will be required to make a payment 
to secure your reservation.   

 
3. At this time, you must take out travel insurance for your holiday to protect you against any 

unforeseen circumstances.   
 

4. 90 days prior to departure you will be asked to make the balance payment for your trip (you will be 
notified if your supplier requires earlier payment). 

 
5. 10 days prior to departure you will be sent your travel documents via email. 

 
Australia & New Zealand Travel Company operates a Client Trust bank account. This means that we do not 

hold your money. We pay the ultimate travel providers (Suppliers) of your travel services the funds for 
your holiday. The Suppliers include airlines, tour operators, cruise lines, transport companies, hotels etc.  

We are required to pay the Suppliers deposits and final payments to secure your booking and in some 
instances these items are non-refundable. 

 
If you wish to cancel you must notify us of your cancellation in writing.  We will then write to the Suppliers 

to cancel your booking and request a refund (if applicable) for any elements of your holiday that are 
refundable. You will need to make an insurance claim for any travel arrangements that are non-refundable. 
If you have any issues during the refund or cancellation process, you have 30 days to contact our office in 

writing to lodge a complaint so an immediate resolution can be found for you. 

 

Phone 1300 168 910  

Email hello@anztravelco.com 

www.anztravelco.com.au 

 

Brochure updated: 13 June 2022 
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